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ALLOCUTION 


OF HIS HOLINESS POPE PIUS XII 
TO THE SACRED COLLEGE 
JUNE 24, 1945 
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As We very gratefully acknowledge, Venerable Brethren, the 
good wishes which the venerable and beloved Dean of ihe Sacred 
College has offered to Us on your behalf, Our thoughts bring Us 
back to this day six years ago when you offered your congratu- 
lations on Our feast-day for the first time after We. though un- 
worthy, had been raised to the See of Peter. 

The world was then still at peace : but what a peace, and how 
very precarious! With a heart full of anguish, perplexed, praying 
We bent over that peace like ome that assists a dying man and 
fights obstinately to save him from death even when all hope is 
gone. 

The message which We then addressed to you reflected Our 
sorrowful apprehension that the conflict, which was ever growing 
more menacing, would break out—a conflict whose extent and 
duration nobody could foresee. 

The subsequent march of events has not only justified all too 
clearly Our saddest premonitions, but has has far surpassed them. 

To-day, after six years, the fratricidal struggle has ended at 
least in one section of this war-torn world, It is a peace—if you 
can call it such—as yet very fragile, which cannot endure or be 
consolidated except by expending on it the most assiduous care; 
& peace whose maintenance imposes on the whole Church, both 
Pastor and faithful, grave and very delicate duties : patient pru- 
dence, courageous fidelity, the spirit of sacrifice! Al are called 
upon to devote themselves to it, each in his own office and at his own 
place. Nobody can bring to this task 100 much anxiety or zeal. 
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As to Us and Our Apostolic minisiry, We well know, Venerable 
Brethren, that We can safely count on your sage collaboration, 


your unceasing prayers, your steadfast devotion. 


| — The Church and National-Socialism 


[n Europe, the war is over: but what wounds has it not inflicted! 
Our divine Master had said; All those who unjusily take up the 
sword shall perish by the sword (cfr. Matt. 26, 52). Now what 


do you see? l 

You see what is the result of a concept of the State reduced 
to practice which takes no heed of the most sacred ideals of man- 
kind, which overthrows the inviolable principles of the Christian 


faith. The whole world to-day contemplates with stupefaction the - 


ruins that it has left behind it. 
These ruins We had seen when they were still in the distanı 
future, and few, We believe, have followed with greater anxiety 
„Ihe process leading to the inevitable crash. For over twelve 
years—twelve of the best years of Our mature age We had lived 


| in the midst of the German people,’ fulfilling the duties Of the 


office committed to Us. During that time, in the atmosphere of 
liberty which the political and social conditions of that time allowed 
Us, We worked for the consolidation of the status of the Cath- 
olic Church in Germany, We thus had occasion to learn the 
great qualities of that people and We were personally In close 
contact with its most representative men. For that regson We 
cherish the hope that it can rise to new dignity and new life 
` when once it has laid the satanic spectre raised by Narional-Social. 
ism and the guilty (as We have already, at other times had oc 


casion to expound) have expiated the crimes they have committed. 


While there was still some faint glimmer of hope that that 
movement could take another and less disastrous course, either 
through the disillusionment of its more moderate members or 
through effective opposition from that section of the German people 
which opposed it, the Church did everything possible to set up & 
formidable barrier to the spread of ideas at once subversive and 
violent. i 


ei 


| k 

In spring 1933 the German Government asked the Holy See 
to conclude a Concordat with the Reich: the proposal had the 
approval of the Episcopate and of at least the greater number of 
German Catholics. In fact they thought that neither the Concordats 
up to then negotiated with some individual German States (Länder) 
nor the Weimar Constitution gave adequate guarantee or assurance 
of respect for their convictions, for their faith, rights or liberty 
of action. In such conditions the guarantees could not be secured 
except through a settlement having the solemn form of a Con- 
cordat with the Central Government of the Reich. . It should be 
added that, since tt was the Government that made the proposal, 
the responsibility for all regrettable consequences would have fallen 
on the Holy See, if it had refused the proposed Concordat. 

lt was not that the Church, for her part, had any illusions 
built on excessive optimism, or that, in concluding the Concordat, 
she had the intention of giving any form of approval to the teachings 
or tendencies of National-Socialism; this was expressly declared 
and explained at the time (cfr. L’Osservatore Romano, No. 174, 
July 2nd, 1933). It must, however, be recognized that the Concor- 
dat, in the years that followed, brought some advantages, or at 
least prevented worse evils. In fact, in spite of all, the violations 
to which it was subjected, it gave Catholics a juridical basis for 
their defence, a stronghold behind which to shield themselves in 
their opposition—as long as this was possible—to the ever growing 
campaign of religious persecution. 

The struggle against the Church did, in fact, become ever more 
bitter: theme was the dissolution of Catholic organizations; the 
gradual suppression of the flourishing Catholic schools, both public 
and private; the enforced weaning of youth from family and 
Church; the pressure brought to bear on the conscience of citizens, 
and especially of civil servants; the systematic defamation, by 
means of a clever, closely-organized propaganda, of the Church, 
the clergy, the faithful, the Church’s institutions, teaching and 
history; the closing, dissolution, confiscation of religious houses 
and other ecclesiastical institutions; the complete suppression of 
the Catholic press. and publishing houses. 

To resist such attacks millions of courageous Catholics, men 
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and women, closed their ranks around their bishops, whose valiant ways. Is it mere chance that some regions, which later suffered 
and severe pronouncements never failed to resound hs. in these more from the National-Socialist system, were precisely those 
last years of war. These Catholics gathered around their priests — where the Encyclical “Mit brennender Sorge '' was less, or not at 
to help them adapt their ministry 10 the ever-changing needs and all heeded? 
conditions. And, right up to the end, they sel up against the forces Would it then have been possible, by opportune and timely 
of impiety and pride their forces of faith, prayer, and openly | political action, to block once and for all the outbreak of brutal 
Catholic behaviour and education. ATL violence and to put the German people in the position to shake off 
Z N In the meantime the Holy See itself multiplied its represen. the tentacles that were strangling it? Would it have been possible 
| tations and protests to governing authorities im Germany, reminds | thus to have saved Europe and the world from this immense 
ing them, in clear and energetic language, of their duty ro respect inundation of blood? Nobody would dare to give an unqualified 
| and fulfil the obligations of the natural law itself that were confirmed judgment. But in any case nobody could accuse the Church of 
| by the Concordat. In those critical years, joining the alert vigilance not having denounced and exposed in time the true nature of the 
| of a Pastor to the long-suffering patience of a father, Our great National-Socialist movement and the danger to which it exposed 
> Predecessor Pius XI fulfilled his mission as Supreme Pontiff with Christian civilization. 


intrepid courage. 


But when, after he had tried all means ol pe 'rsuasion in vain, — 
he saw himself clearly faced with deliberate violations of a solemn “ Whoever sets up race, or the people, or the State, or a 


pact, with a religious persecution masked 01 PN but always particular form of State, or the depositories of power, or any 
rigourously organized, he proclaimed to the Wore, on Passion other fundamental value of the human community... to be the 
Sunday 1937, in his Encyclical ~ Mit brennender 3 "B". what supreme norm of all, even of religious values, and divinizes them to 
National-Socialism really was; the arrogant apostasy ‘rom jesus an idolatrous level, distorts and perverts an order of the world: 
Christ, the denial a His doctrine and of His work of redemption, planned and created by God *™ (cfr. Acta Apost. Sedis, vol. XXIX, 
the cult of violence, the idolatry of race and blood, the overthrow 1937, pp. 149 and 171). 
of human liberty RO dignity. The radical opposition of the National-Socialist State to the 
-一 Catholic Church is summed up in this declaration of the Encyclical. 
When things had reached this point, the Church could not, without 
Like a clarion-call that sounds the alarm, the Papal document foregoing her mission, any longer refuse to take her stand before 
with its vigorous terms—too vigorous, thought more than one at the whole world, But by doing so she became once again “ a sign 
AZ the time—startled the minds and hearts of men which shall be contradicted’ (Luke, 2, 34), in the presence of 
Many—even beyond the frontiers of Germany—who up to then which contrasting opinions divided off into two opposed camps. 
had closed their eyes [0 the incompatibility ©! the National-So- German Catholics were, one may say, at one in recognizing 
cialist viewpoint with the teachings of Christ, had 10 recognize and that the Encyclical “ Mit brennender Sorge’’ had brought light, 
confess their mistake direction, consolation and comfort to all those who seriously me- 
Many—but not all! Some, even among the faithful themselves, ditated and conscientiously practised thé religion; of Christ. But 
.. were too blinded by their prejudices or allured by political advan- | . the reaction of those who had been inculpated was inevitable, and 
vA tage. The evidence of the facts brought forward by Our Predecessor in fact that very year 1937 was for the Catholic Church in Ger- 
did not convince them, much less induce them to change their — many a year of indescribable bitterness and terrible outbreaks. 
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‚The important political events which marked the oe 
years and then the war did not bring any attenuation in the hostility 
of National-Socialism towards the Church, a hostility which was 
manifest up to these last months when National-Socialists still flat- 
tered themselves with the idea that, once they had secured victory 
in arms, they could do away with the Church for ever. Authoritative 
and absolutely trustworthy witnesses kep! Us informed of these 
plans—they unfolded themselves, actually, in the reiterated and 
ever more intense activity against the Church in Austria, Alsace. 


Lorraine and above all in those parts of Poland which had already , 


ring the war : there everything 


been incorporated in the old Reich du 
‘ ng that could be reached 


was attacked, destroyed—that is, everythi 
by external violence. 

Continuing the work of Our 
during the war, and especially in 


set forth the demands and perenni | | | 
Christian faith, in contrast with the ruinous and inexorable appli- 


cations of National-Socialist teachings which even went 30 far 
as to use the most exquisite scientific methods to torture or eliminate 
people who were often innocent. This was for ! s the most oppor- 
tune—and We might even say the only- efficagious way of pro- 
claiming before the world the immutable principles of the moral 
law and of confirming, in 
the minds and hearts of German Catholics in: the higher ideals 
of truth and justice. And Our solicitude was not without its effect. 
Indeed We know that Our messages, and especially that .of 
Christmas 1942, despite every prohibition and obstacle, were 
studied in the diocésan clergy conferences in Germany and then 
expounded and explained to the Catholic population, 

f the rulers of Germany had decided to destroy the Catholic 
Church even in the old Reich, Providence had decided otherwise. 
The tribulations inflicted on the Church by National-Socialism have 
been brought to an end through the sudden and tragic end of the 
persecutor! 

From the prisons, concentration camps and fortresses are now 
pouring out, together with the political prisoners, also the crowds 
of those, whether clergy or laymen, whose only crime was their 


Predessor, We Ourselves have 
Our Radio-messages, constantly 
al laws of humanity and of the 


the midst of so much error and violence, 


^ 9 m 
fidelity to Christ and to the faith of their fathers or the dauntless 
fulfilment of their duties as priests. For them all We have prayed 
and have seized every opportunity, whenever the occasion offered, 
to send them a word of comfort and blessing from Our paternal 
heart. 

Indeed the more the veils are drawn which up to now hid the 
sorrowful passion of the Church under the National-Socialist ré- 
gime, the more apparent becomes the strength, often steadfast unto 
death, of numberless Catholics, and the glorious share in that noble 
contest which belonged tò the clergy. Although as yet not in pos- 
session of the complete statistics, We cannot refrain from recalling 
here, by way of example, some details from the abundant accounts 
which have reached Us from priests and laymen who were interned 
in the concentration camp of Dachau and were accounted worthy 
to suffer reproach for the name of Jesus (Acts 5, 41). 

In the forefront, for the number. and harshness of the treatment 
meted out to them, are the Polish priests. From 1940 to 1945, 
2,800 Polish ecclesiastics and religious were imprisoned in that 
camp; among them was the Auxiliary bishop of Wioctawek, who 
died there of ‘typhus. In April last there were left only 816, all 
the others being dead except for two or three transferred to another 
camp. In the summer of 1942, 480 German-speaking ministers 
of religion were known to be gathered there; of these, 45 were 
Protestants, al! the others Catholic priests. In spite of the continuous 
inflow of new internees, especially from some dioceses of Bavaria, 
Rhenania and Westphalia, their number, as a result of the high 
rate of mortality, at the beginning of this year, did not surpass 350. 
Nor should we pass over in silence those belonging to occupied 
territories, Holland, Belgium, France (among whom the Bishop 
of Clermont), Luxembourg, Slovenia, Italy. Many of those priests 
and laymen endured indescribable sufferings for their faith and for 
their vocation, In one case the hatred of the impious against Christ 
reached the point of parodying on the person of an interned priest, 
with barbed wire, the scourging and the crowning with thorns of 
our Redeemer. 

The generous victims who during the twelve years since 1933 
have in Germany sacrificed for Christ and His Church their pos- 
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lions of men at their Own fireside or in battle, in p 
| issue an ardent appeal for prayer ! "ux | ale, in prison or in 
Accordingly We confidently issue sie de coma dl exile must still drink their bitter chalice. How We long to see 


to Our sons and daughters of the whole world, 
those who recognize in God the beloved Father of all men created 
to His image and likeness, to all who know that in the breast of 


the = of their sufferings and anguish, the realization of their 
hopes! For them, too, and for all mankind, that suffers with 


them, may Our humble and ardent pr 
cate 2 divine Heart rich in mercy, deep and inexhaus- | prayer ascend to Almighty God, 
Christ there beats a divine Heart rich in mercy, deep and ine Meanwhile, Venerable Brethren, We are immensely comforted 


1 anm | e al peace ME 
tible er of all good and all love, of all peace by the thought that you share Our anxieties, Our prayers, Our 
reconciliation. hopes; and that throughout the world bishops, priests and faithful 


. hostilities to true and genuine peace, as TER ! s 3 
From the cessation of hostilities to m Baas er are joining their supplications to Ours in the great chorus of the 
We warned not long ago, the road will be long and arduous, fo Universat Ch h | 
long for the pent-up aspirations of mankind starving for order meh. In gwmony of Our deep gradmde and ae 
^3 as i E! . o : : ' ` ! ^ - i P 
v a Gh : E ont spec empero a pledge of infinite mercies and divine favours, with sincere 
i > it 1 Cy ü : we a Bo ~ti ‘ 4: 
ll igang a tent dni oer affection We impart to you, to them, to all who join Us in desiring 
JE = S ‘ssc H + - m > , 1 " = 
perhap € / and working for peace, Our Apostolic Benediction. 


passions be first let subside: motos praesial componere fluctus 
(Virgil, Aeneid, 1, 135). It is essential that the hate, the diffidence, 
the stimuli of an extreme nationalism should give way to the 
growth of wise counsels, the flowering of peaceful designs, to 
serenity in the interchange of views and to mutual brotherly com- 
prehension. 

May the Holy Sprit, light of intellects, gentle Ruler of hearts 
deign to hear the prayers of His Church and guide in their arduous 
work those who, in accordance with their mandate, are striving 
sincerely, despite obstacles and contradictions,. to reach the goal so 
universally, so ardently desired: peace, a peace worthy of the 
name; a peace built and consolidated in sincerity and. loyalty, 
in justice and reality; a peace of loyal and resolute force to over- 
come or preclude those economic and social conditions which 
might, as they did in the past, easily lead to new conflicts; a peace 
that can be approved by all right-minded mén of every people 
and every nation; a peace which future generations may regard 
gratefully as the happy outcome of a sad periöd; a peace that 

1 may' stand out in the centuries as a resolute advance in the affir- 
mation of human dignity and of ordered liberty; a peace that 
| may be like the Magna Charta which closed the dark age of 
violence; a peace that, under the merciful guidance of God, may 
let us so pass through temporal prosperity that we may not lose 
eternal happiness (cfr. Collect, Third Sunday after Pentecost) 
But before reaching this peace, it still remains true that mil- 
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(A public address of Pone Pius XII reported in no Spapers of tho 
world on 3 Juno 1945) 


For over tuclve years = trelvc of the pend cea of Cur mature 
age = ile hed lived in tho midst of the Gorman people, fuifiilinp tho 
dutics of the office committed to Us. During tinct de » in the atmos- 
phoro of liberty which the political and sceicl conditions of that tino 
allowed Us, We worked for tho consolidetion of the status of tho Coti 
Church in Gormeny. lo thus ned occesion to locrn the groat quali 

that pcople and le vere personally in close consect with its mog 
representative mon. For that reason c cherish tho hopo thet it can riso 
to now dignity and new life when onec it has laid the satenic spectre raised 
e 


7 
Me . ^ C k MTS RUE we xc EE dai r^ WER S, ll. re T 
by Nationals oc A. l 1S m k Na tn , A 3313 y ( Cuy JJ LIA V alr lr QOL 5 n at ot thc y b ILIO S 
Lim! p e > 4 4 zu. y. "X q.” 1 Te ~ ~ - I 3 = 路 1. y 3 +s Ye 4 ] “a 
had occasion to exvovnd) have cxpinted tac crimes ther have committed. 


While thoro was still some faint glizmor of nepo that thet movement 
could take another and loss disastrous course, citacr through the dis- 
illusionmont of its morc modorste members c through offcetive omnosition 
from thet section of the Gorman people which copos.d it, tho Church did 
overything possible to sot up a formidablo berricr to tac spread of ideas 
at once subversive and violont. 


wd 


In spring 1933 tho German Government asKed tho licly Sce to conclude 
Concordat with the Reich: tho r proposal had the approval of the Episconcte 
and or-at least tho gr.ator nufbor of Gormon "WP. ae. la fact they 
thought that host thc Concordsts up to ges ongotirtod with some 
individual German Statcs (Lander) nor the l.eimar Constitution save acoquato 
guarantee or assurance of respect for their en Sig rapa for their faith, 
rights or liberty of action. In such conditions the guoraentcos could 
not bo sceured cxecpt through o scttlomcat having th. solomn form of 
Concordat. with tho Contral Govornmcnt of thu Reich. It sho: ld be added 
that, since it was the Government thet made the proposal, the responsibility 
for all rogrottcblo conscqucnecs would have fallen on thc Holy Sac, if 


it had refused the proposcd Concordat. 


lt was not that th: Church, Yor her port, hod any illusions buil 
on exccssive optimism, or that, in conc udin;: uno Concordat, sho had tho 
intention of giving any form of approvel to tho teschi ze or tondencics 
of Natimal-Sociolism; this was oxprossly dois ond oxplcincd et the 
time (cfr. IL! Osservatore „Romans, No. 174, July 2nd, 1933). I myst, however, 
be recognized thet tho Concordat, in th: years that followcd, brough 
Somc advantages b or E loast nrovontad verse cvils. In fact, in spitc 


of all tho vicla to which it vas subjoctod, it gevo Catholics a 
juridical basis fur T hos dofonec, a stronghold behind which | to shicld 
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The strugglc against tho Church did, in fact, buecmo ever moro 
bitter: thoro was the dissolution of Ca tholic ergenizatiena; tho gradusl 
Suppression of thc flourishing C:utholic schools, both public ¿nd private; 
the enforecd Weaning of youth from family and Church; thc prosourc brought 
to bear on thc conscicnec of citizens, and cspceially of civil scrvants; 
the systomatic dcfomation, by means of c clcvor, eloscly-orgenizod prena- 
gande, of the Church, the el rey, the faithful, tho Church's institutions, 
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Document ilo. 3256-15 


Office of U.S. Shiof of Counsel 
(continucd) 
teaching end history; the closing, dissolution, confiscatica of religious 
houses and other ecclesiastical institutions; the complete suppression of 
the Catholic press aná publishing houses. 


To resist such attacks millions of covrageous Cathclics, men and 
women, closed their ranks around their bishops, whose valicat and severe 
pronouncements never feiled to resound even fn thess lest vears of var. 
These Catholics gathered around their priests to help them adapt their 
ministry to the ever-changing necds and conditions. And, right up to 
the end, they sct vp against the forecs of imn"ioty and price their forces 
of faith, prayer, and openly Catholic behaviour and cducation. 

In the meantime tho Holy Soo itself multiplied its roprescntations and 
protests to govern ing authorities in Germany, reminding them, in clear 
and energetic lar nguago » of their duty to respect and fulfil the obligations 
of the natural law isc jlf that vore confirmed by the Concordat. In thos 
critical yocrs, josni ig the alert vigilance of a Pastor Ro tho long- 
sufforing paticnee of ¿ athar. Cur ercat Preécecssor Pius XI fulfilled 
his mission as tupromo Pontif? with intrepid couragce 


But when, after he had tricd all mans of persuasion in vain, ho 
sau himsclf clearly feecd with deliborate violations o? a solem Dect wani 
Ben porsocuticn masked or open, but always rigourously orga 
ho proclaimed to the world, on Passion Sunday 1937, in his bacyoli 
Mi bronnender vere a vhat Naticnai-c ociulism rocily was: th 
apostasy from Josus Christ the denial of Lis doctrinc ond of His work of 
redemption, the cult of violo nes, thc idclatry of raco and blood, the 
ovcrtaro of human liberty and Aia? 
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"Whoever sots up race, or thc pcoric, or thc otot., or a particular 
form of Statc, or the dopositorios of power, or any other fundamental 
valuo of thc human community.... to bo tho supromc norm of all, oven 
of religious values, cnc divinizos thom to an idolata ous devel, distorts 
and perverts an order of the world plennod end eroa*od by God! (cfr. Actes 
Anost. Sodis, vol. XXIX, 1927, pp. 149 and 171). 
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If the rulers of Gormany had decided to cos tray the Cath clie Church 
even in the old Reich, Providence had doci 
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tions inflictcd on tho Church by Nations! Scoiilisr have oooh brought 
to an end through the sudden and tragic ond of the persceutor! 


From the pris NE, concent ation camps end fortrossos aro nov pouring 
out, together with tho -:1itical prisonors, also tho crowds of thosc, vhcthor 
clorgy or laymen, whose oniy crime .as their fid iclity to christ end to the 
feith of their fathers cr the dauntless fulfilment of their dutios as 
pricsts. For thom all io have prayed and havo soizod overy opp se 
whenevor tue occasion offorod, to send them a word of comfort an | blossing 
from Our patornal hcert. 

Indeed the nero the voils are drawn which up to now hid the 
sorra.ful. passion of the Church undor the llation;l-5oeinlist rceime, the 
more epparent becomes tho strength, often stuadfast unto death, of 
numberless Catholics. snd the glorious share in that noble contest which 
bclongcd to the clorgy. Although as yct nct in possession of the complete 

Statistics, Wc cannot refrain fron duras NOPE by way of cxamplo, 

some details from the abundant accounts which hove re ached Us from pricsts 
ond las ymen Who wcro interned in tho concontr ction camp of D chau and werc 
eccounted worthy to suffer reproach for tho nemo of Je 


In tho forcrront, for tho number and harshness of tho tructmont motod 
out to them, wero thc "Polish pricstse From 1940 to 1945, 2,800 Polish 
cceclosiasticn end ri ger were imprisoned in that camp; among thom 
vas the Auxiliory bishop of \loeclawck, who died thoro of typus. In April 
lest thoro were loft only 8% £11 the others bein: dcad excopt for tuo or 
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